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BAPTISM 
 
Why we baptize 
1. Jesus Christ commanded His followers to be baptized, and then to 

baptize those who also became followers. 
...Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Matt. 28:19 

2. It was the pattern of the Early Church right from the very beginning.  When 
the very first people who heard the Good News asked what they should 
do, the Apostle's response was, Repent and be baptized, every one of 
you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  
Acts 2:38 

3. Baptism is not just obedience to Christ, it is imitating Christ.  Jesus Himself 
was baptized, even though He had never sinned. 

 
What is Baptism? 
1. When we are baptized, we identify in a powerful way with Christ's death 

and resurrection.  When we go under the water, it symbolizes His death 
and burial; when we come up, it symbolizes His resurrection in power.  
Baptism is death by drowning to the old way of life that ultimately led to 
death.  
We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in 
order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory 
of the Father, we too may live a new life.  Rom. 6:4 

2. Baptism also symbolizes the complete washing away of all sin; past, 
present, and future. 
...He saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but 
because of His mercy.  He saved us through the washing of rebirth 
and renewal by the Holy Spirit.  Titus 3:5 

3. In baptism, we declare ourselves as Christ-followers and honored 
members of a family of believers who, for almost 2000 years now, have 
identified themselves in this exact same way--many at the cost of their 
own lives. 

 
Why do we baptize people by dunking—after they choose to follow Jesus? 
1. According to the best evidence we have, all believers in the New 

Testament followed this pattern.  When Jesus was baptized, it was done in 
the Jordan River, and he came up out of the water (Matt. 3:16). 

2. The word "baptize" comes from the Greek word baptizo, which means to 
"dunk" or "immerse."  It was originally used to describe the dying of cloth--
it was "baptized" in the dye and came up a different color. 

3. In its earliest days, the church practiced baptism by immersion.  The 
Roman Catholic Church only began to practice baptism by sprinkling 
around 1100 A.D.--simply because at that point priests started baptizing 
infants.  Immersion most clearly symbolizes the death, burial, resurrection 
and washing spoken of in Romans. 
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4. There are no records in the Bible of infants being baptized.  Adult baptism 
after conversion may simply be an affirmation and completion of a parent's 
sincere spiritual desires for their child in having them baptized as an infant. 

5. Baptism after conversion most clearly reflects the intention of a person to 
turn from the past, be washed from sin, and choose, whatever the cost, to 
be a Christ-follower. 

6. As you read the book of Acts, the pattern becomes clear in passage after 
passage, stating, "repent and be baptized," or they "believed and were 
baptized."  (Acts 2:41; 8:13; 8:38; 16:33; 18:8) 

 
What baptism will not do! 
1. Baptism in itself will not save you.  It is a simple, outward declaration of 

what has taken place in the heart already because of belief in Who Christ 
is, a turning away from sin, and a clear choice to follow Jesus. 

2. Baptism does not automatically make you a TOB Ministry Partner 
3. Baptism does not break all your bad habits.  That is a choice you make in 

God's strength. 
 
What baptism will do! 
1. It will strengthen your confidence in your salvation and in what God has 

done in your heart.  Christ ‘went public’ on the cross for you; you’re ‘going 
public’ on your love for Him. 

2. It is a powerful way to let family and friends know exactly which direction 
your life is headed. 

3. It will be a  memorable, "stake-driving" moment in your life that you will 
always look back to in difficult times. 

4. Since it is done almost solely in obedience to Jesus Christ, it will bring you 
tremendous joy--and a sense of completion. 

 
Preparing for baptism 
1. Declare yourself.  If you have put your faith in Jesus Christ to save you 

from your sin, and you are willing to turn from the past, you are ready to be 
baptized.   
Note:  Baptism is not a "merit badge" or “next step” for Christians 
who have their act together.  In the New Testament, believers in 
Jesus were baptized immediately after their conversion.  The longer 
you wait to be baptized, the more difficult it is and the more unsure 
you become. 

2. If you want to be baptized, just let us know—we want to encourage you 
and help you in this critical decision to “go public.” 

3. Invite your family and friends. 
4. Encourage someone who’s had significant influence on your life to be with 

you in the water when you are baptized—and let them share the joy! .   
5. If you would like to tell your story, think through and write down what you 

would like to say.  
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Think through/write out what has happened in your life to bring you to this 
point of “going public.”  Eg., what was your life like before Jesus?  What 
was the final “thing” that helped you decide to follow Him?  What has 
changed since then in your attitudes, how you think and feel about life?     

6. We will meet at some point before the actual baptism to answer questions, 
discuss the procedure, and pray together as a group.  

 
 


